
ART APPRECIATION - ART 1413 - MSU 

*Fall 2026 (This syllabus is subject to change!)  
Contact Information  

Instructor: Sierra Greenslade 
Email: Sierra.Greenslade@msutexas.edu 

Office Hours: On Zoom by Appointment 
 

Course Description  
This course provides a basic introduction to art and visual representations produced during a range of 
time periods and by a variety of world cultures.  
 
 
How to Navigate This Course  
 
THE KEY TO SUCCESS IN THIS COURSE: READ AND FOLLOW DIRECTIONS!  
 
One of the most important aspects of engaging with this course successfully is *to familiarize yourself 
with D2L, its menu options, and the location of the postings and uploads in the Content section. You 
will need *to familiarize yourself with the digital platform REVEL which provides the primary content 
for this course. This syllabus details assignments and due dates and course due dates are also found 
in the REVEL platform.  

*I highly recommend as you begin this course, you download and/or print out the syllabus (Course 
Outline), enter into your phone/calendar the assignment due dates, and refer to the syllabus on a 
weekly basis, as well as the due dates in REVEL.  

Please Note  
*The course follows a twice-weekly assignment structure. *Weekly session assignments have 
specific due dates. If you continue your enrollment in this class, it signals to the instructor that 
you are aware of the course structure and agree to complete weekly assignments in a timely 
manner as indicated in the syllabus. Otherwise, you may wish to drop this course. Consistent 
weekly engagement with course material is essential for your success. *However, you may complete 
assignments in advance of due dates.  

You must complete all assigned work by the end of each week, Sunday, by 11:00 p.m. 
Course Objectives  
The course introduces students to the field of art and establishes its position within the humanities as 
both a form and a body of knowledge. The specific objectives are:  

• To familiarize students with a variety of visual and material cultures  
• To familiarize students with a range of art production from various periods and civilizations • To 
familiarize students with techniques, styles, periods, and artists  
• To increase students’ visual literacy, understanding, and appreciation of art  
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Policies  
You are responsible for familiarizing yourself with the course requirements and policies in this syllabus.  
 
Required Digital Textbook  
*You are required to purchase digital access to REVEL. I recommend that you do this using the 
Pearson website, where you can purchase access to the digital text you will need to complete exams 
and quizzes. See instructions below.  
 
REVEL Website  
Click on the link below to create a Pearson account.  
Pearson Website to Purchase REVEL Software  
Revel A World of Art, Henry M. Sayre, 9th edition, ISBN-13: 9780136828488  
You can purchase REVEL access using a credit card or PayPal.  
Click on the link below to purchase the REVEL digital textbook.  
The required link below is unique to this course.  

Access Revel A World of Art, 9e, the course materials for Fall 2026 Art Appreciation ART 1413 X10. When 
you're ready, join your course at:  

https://console.pearson.com/enrollment/h8cjbc  
REVEL for Fall 2026 Art Appreciation ART 1413 X11 & X50  

If you need help, check out these Revel student resources:  
https://www.pearsonhighered.com/revel/students/support/  
REVEL Student Resources  

Here's more information for your course section:  
Course start date: Aug 24, 2026  
Course end date: Dec 4, 2026  

*When you access your course in REVEL, be sure to select Central Time in the Settings. You are 
allowed three tries per question in quizzes.  
*Your score will be reduced by one point for each try. Scores for late work will be reduced by 
50%. You can access your scores and the gradebook in REVEL at any time. You will see both 
percentages and points earned. Your overall score will also always be shown. Find “Scores” along the 
top menu.  

*All REVEL assignments are due each Sunday by 11:00 p.m.  
 
Important Revel Instructions  
Sign in with your Pearson account. You can either sign in with an existing Pearson username and 
password or create a new Pearson account if this is your first Pearson digital product.  
Choose this course under 'My Courses' and choose an access option. REVEL assignments 
(quizzes/exams) may be taken beginning the first day of class. *Be sure your settings designate 
Central Time. Pearson recommends using Chrome, Firefox, or Safari with this digital product.  

The REVEL App  
The Revel app lets students access their course materials, including their text, on their tablet or mobile 
phone, offline and online. Progress automatically syncs across devices so students can learn as they 
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move throughout their day.  
 
Course Evaluation  

• REVEL Assigned Readings and Chapter Quizzes: 75%  
• Critical Thinking Assignment: 25%  
 

Grading Criteria  
• A = 4.0 – 90 and above Excellent  
• B = 3.0 – 80 and above Very Good  
• C = 2.0 – 70 and above Acceptable - Average  
• D = 1.0 – 60 and above Poor  
• F = 0.0 – 50 and above Failing  
 

Attendance, Absence, and Lateness  
Students enrolled in the Juanita and Ralph Harvey School of Visual Arts must comply with the following 
department-wide Attendance, Absence, and Lateness Policy:  

• Students may be absent from class THREE times without penalty and without providing any 
documentation regarding the absence.  

• If students incur a FOURTH absence, their final course evaluation will be reduced by a full letter 
grade. • If students are absent or late FIVE times, whatever the reason, they will receive a FAILING 
GRADE, be dropped from the class roll, and be asked to stop attending class.  
• *Online attendance is based on the postings of weekly session assignments. When you 

complete and post assigned work by the due date, you are counted present.  
• *Faculty members have the discretion to make exceptions to this policy.  
 

E-Mail Communication  

Communication is key to success in our semester together! 
I am always available to be reached by email. I do ask that you be respectful and professional in 
your communication and don't use it as your first go-to for getting an answer to your question. 
Please refer to this helpful resource that outlines professional communication with your professors. 
Before you contact your professorss ask yourself:  

-​ Have I looked on online, in the syllabus, or assignment page for the answer?  
-​ Have I reached out to a fellow student for assistance?  

 
If you have a private question, please contact me via email, and I will respond within 24 hours on 
weekdays. Please do not expect a response over the weekend.  

***Emailing me is strongly encouraged when you have situations/concerns that are not 
answered on this Syllabus** 

 
MSU Texas Policy Regarding Email Communication  
Beginning January 1, 2024, the university-assigned (my.msutexas.edu) email address will be required 
to receive all official communication from Midwestern State University.  
Because of the increasing reliance and acceptance of electronic communication, email is considered 
an official means for communication with MSU Texas.  
MSU Texas provides students with an email account upon admittance to the institution. This account is 
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free of charge and remains available while students are enrolled or active within their degree program. 
The university-assigned student email account is Midwestern State University’s official means of email 
communication with all students. Students are responsible for all official information sent to their 
university-assigned email account. Students are expected to check their email regularly and are 
responsible for all information sent to them via their university-assigned email address.  

Students may access their University-assigned email using any of the following procedures: Portal: Use 
of the myMSUTexas portal provides students with many resources and applications, including access to 
their university-issued email.  
Portal app: The myMSUTexas app is available for free in the Google Play Store & the Apple App Store. 
Direct: Login directly via Google mail.  
 
Online Classroom Environment & Expected Standards of Conduct  
As a member of this class, you are part of a community. As such, you have made a commitment to 
yourself, to me, and to the other students enrolled in the course. Respect and dignity are course 
requirements as important as those listed earlier in the syllabus. Demonstrating respect for the process 
of learning, for the variety of cultures and worldviews discussed, and for your role and contribution to 
the course are critical components of your commitment to this class. Comporting yourself with dignity 
and treating your classmates and professor in a similar manner are additional important expectations of 
every student.  

• Treat your professor and classmates with respect in emails and in online discussions if required.  
• Prepare assigned material as described in the syllabus and submit as indicated.  
 

Conduct Statement 
Behavior that interferes with either the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the ability of other 
students to benefit from the instruction will result in the instructor removing the disruptive student(s) 
from the class, either temporarily or permanently (instructor drop), and receive a final lower grade, up to 
an including an F. In addition, and depending upon the nature of the behavior or conduct, the student(s) 
may be subject to further disciplinary actions as per MSU Texas policies.  
 
Artificial Intelligence Policy  
The course fosters and emphasizes the development of your individual intelligence. The use of AI is 
strictly forbidden. Use your own brain and do honest, authentic work. Intellectual labor is prized in this 
class. 
 
Special Needs  
Please let me know by the second session if you have learning or physical challenges that require 
accommodation.  
 
MSU POLICIES  

MSU Inclement Weather Policy (Established January 2024)  
The Provost has published a document outlining MSU policies regarding campus closures due to 
inclement weather. Here are the pertinent points for this course (in quotes):  

1. "Face-to-face Classes: Indicate in a syllabus statement whether the course will shift to fully 
online in inclement weather. A shift to online is not required, but is permitted as long as you 
describe your inclement weather practices in class and in your syllabus."  

2. "Graded Assessments: If assessment deadlines coincide with the closure dates, Academic 
Affairs recommends delaying the deadline until after the campus reopens. A syllabus statement 
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should state if deadlines will stand during closure."  

You will find course expectations for campus closures here. Deadlines will be adjusted, if 1) the region 
experiences a power outage, 2) students cannot access campus resources digitally, and 3) students 
cannot access the Internet when inclement weather occurs.  

MSU Texas Alcohol Policy  
Alcoholic beverages are not allowed on campus except in Bridwell Courts, Sundance Court and 
Sunwatcher Village apartment residences (see the current edition of the Housing and Residence Life 
Handbook for the specific policy guidelines regulating the use of alcoholic beverages in university 
housing) and at social functions which have been registered and approved through the Dean of 
Students office. Open containers are not allowed in public areas.  

1. Alcoholic beverage functions must conform to state law.  
2. State law prohibits the sale of alcoholic beverages without a liquor license. This shall include the 
free distribution of alcoholic beverages in connection with a function for which a cover charge has 
been assessed. 3. Public intoxication is considered to be offensive and in violation of this policy. 
Inappropriate and imprudent behavior will result in disciplinary sanctions.  
4. Texas state law prohibits the consumption of alcoholic beverages in a public place at any time on 

Sunday between the hours of 2:15 a.m. and 12:00 noon and on all other days at any time 
between the hours of 2:15 a.m. and 7:00 a.m.  

5. Alcoholic beverages may be served at scheduled university events only with prior approval by the 
Dean of Students. Applications for approval must be submitted in writing ten days prior to the 
event. Approval will be based upon organization planning, frequency of the event, groups 
served by the activity, activity focus, and the use and distribution of alcohol.  

6. Alcoholic beverages at approved university events must be distributed under conditions which 
ensure compliance with state law with regard to consumption, intoxication, drinking age, 
distribution, sale, etc. The Dean of Students provides appropriate guidelines.  

7. It shall be a violation to possess, sell, distribute, or consume alcoholic beverages at athletic 
events, while on property owned or leased by Midwestern State University, whether the event is 
sponsored by the university or an outside organization.  

8. It is the responsibility of university organizations, organizational officers and advisors, and 
individuals to be aware of these guidelines and their application to individual, as well as 
organizational, activities. The Clark Student Center office will provide information to student 
organizations as to duties and responsibilities of advisors.  

MSU Texas Tobacco Policy  
Use of Tobacco Products Date Adopted/Most Recent Revision: 08/07/2013 - Effective Date: 01/01/2010 
A. Policy Midwestern State University seeks to provide a safe, healthy, pleasant environment for its 
faculty, staff, and students. To this end, the use of tobacco products, including smoke and smokeless 
tobacco, and the advertising, sale, free distribution, and discarding of tobacco products shall be 
prohibited in all indoor and outdoor facilities and in all university vehicles. The policy extends to faculty, 
staff, students, vendors, guests, and visitors.  
Specifications  

• “Use of tobacco products” shall include  
 a. Possession of a lighted tobacco product  
 b. Use of smokeless tobacco products  
 c. Use of e-cigarettes and other tobacco derived products  

• “Indoor and outdoor facilities and university vehicles” shall include  
 a. All buildings and facilities owned or leased by Midwestern State University, including 

MSU ART 1413 - Fall 2026 - Greenslade ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           Page 5 



residential homes  
 b. All outdoor areas owned or leased by Midwestern State University, including the  

grounds of the Main Campus and the South Campus and the grounds of  
residential homes owned by the university  

c. All university-owned or leased vehicles, including cars, pick-up trucks, vans, box    
    ​ trucks, and carts  
d. All private vehicles parked on property owned or leased by Midwestern State  

University  
 

 
 
Enforcement  

• It is the responsibility of all members of the campus community & campus visitors to  
observe the provisions of this policy. 
• It is the responsibility of all students, faculty, staff, and campus visitors to uphold the honor of the 
university by affirming its commitment to this policy.  
• Courtesy and consideration will be exercised when informing violators of this policy. No person will 
be retaliated against for informing others of the policy or asking others to comply with the policy.  
• A complaint against a violator who fails to comply with the policy after being asked by another to 
do so, may be referred to a provost, vice president, associate vice president, dean, or director. 
Appropriate disciplinary action may be applied to a violator against whom multiple complaints have 
been received. 

 
Code of Student Conduct: Student Honor Creed  
As students at MSU, we recognize that any great society must be composed of empowered, 
responsible citizens. We also recognize universities play an important role in helping mold these 
responsible citizens. We believe students themselves play an important part in developing responsible 
citizenship by maintaining a community where integrity and honorable character are the norm, not the 
exception.  

Thus, we, the students of Midwestern State University, resolve to uphold the honor of the University by 
affirming our commitment to complete academic honesty. We resolve not only to be honest but also to 
hold our peers accountable for complete honesty in all university matters.  

We consider it dishonest to ask for, give, or receive help in examinations or quizzes, to use any 
unauthorized material in examinations, or to present, as one's own, work or ideas which are not entirely 
one's own. We recognize that any instructor has the right to expect that all student work is honest, 
original work. We accept and acknowledge that responsibility for lying, cheating, stealing, plagiarism, 
and other forms of academic dishonesty fundamentally rests within each individual student.  

We expect of ourselves academic integrity, personal professionalism, and ethical character. We 
appreciate steps taken by University officials to protect the honor of the University against any who 
would disgrace the MSU student body by violating the spirit of this creed.  

Written and adopted by the 2002-2003 MWSU Student Senate  

Academic Dishonesty Policy & Procedures  
Appendix E (Page 119 - 2015-2016 MWSU Student Handbook)  
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Academic Dishonesty: Cheating, collusion, and plagiarism (the act of using source material of other 
persons, either published or unpublished, without following the accepted techniques of crediting, or the 
submission for credit of work not the individual to whom credit is given). Additional guidelines on 
procedures in these matters may be found in the Office of Student Conduct.  

The term “cheating” includes, but is not limited to: (1) use of any unauthorized assistance in taking 
quizzes, tests, or examinations; (2) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by 
the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; 
or (3) the acquisition without permissions, of tests or other academic material belonging to a member of 
the university, faculty, or staff.  

The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, the use by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the 
published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement. It also 
includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the 
selling of term papers or other academic materials.  

The term “collusion” means collaboration with another person in preparing work offered for credit if that 
collaboration is not authorized by the faculty member in charge.  

Academic Honesty  
Plagiarism is stealing and cheating. If you use another's thoughts or words, you must footnote them. If 
you paraphrase, (rewrite another's material in your own words) you must footnote the source. You may 
not copy a single sentence, etc., from another source and present it as your own. Intentional plagiarism, 
meaning the use of text(s) from a printed or Internet source, will result in a failing grade for the course. 
Plagiarism by default, meaning the use of ideas from texts without citation, will result in a failing grade 
for the specific project.  

Student Privacy  
Federal law prohibits the professor from releasing student information to outside parties without the 
student’s signed consent.  

Student Drop Date: November 23, 2026 
If the student drops the course by this date, the student will receive a W on their transcript. If you need 
to drop the course by this date, you will receive a WF, which will NOT affect your GPA. If you do not 
complete the course and do not drop by this date, you will receive an F.  

MSU Texas Student Emergency Fund: This information is also on D2L.  
MSU Student Emergency Fund  
The Student Emergency Fund at MSU Texas provides limited financial assistance to currently enrolled 
students experiencing a financial hardship due to an emergency.  
An emergency is defined as a recent unexpected and/or unforeseen expense, event, or circumstance 
that could cause a loss of momentum toward student success. Funding is considered for emergencies 
occurring within the past 30 days.  
Funds are awarded directly to a receiving student. Fund amounts range from $25 to $500 per student 
and are typically only awarded once per academic year. Other possible financial resources must have 
been considered and deemed insufficient or not available in a timely manner to cover the essential 
expense(s). Funds are not considered income and do not requirement payment. Funds may be 
considered income and therefore subject to federal taxes, for which the accepting individual is 
responsible.  
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MSU Texas Student Emergency Textbook Scholarship Application: See D2L also. 
If you are having difficulty affording REVEL and other required texts for MSU courses, see below. This 
is a link to the Student Emergency Textbook Scholarship Application.  
MSU Texas Emergency Textbook Scholarship Application 
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ART APPRECIATION COURSE OUTLINE - Calendar  

* Success in this course is predicated on familiarizing yourself with the REVEL platform. Please use the first week(s) 
to explore the platform to complete the assignments.  

*All REVEL assignments are due each Sunday by 11:00 p.m.  

 
WEEK 1, August 24-August 30  

• Acquaint yourself with the D2L course site. Purchase the REVEL platform.  
• REVEL Reading: Welcome  
• REVEL Reading: Chapter 1. Discovering a World of Art  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 1. Discovering a World of Art  

(Due by August 30)  

WEEK 2, August 31-September 6  

• REVEL Reading: Part 2: The Formal Elements and Their Design  
• REVEL Reading: Chapter 3. Line  
• REVEL Reading: Chapter 4. Shape and Space  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 3. Line  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 4. Shape and Space  

(Due by September 6) 
 

WEEK 3, September 7-September 13  

• REVEL Reading: Chapter 5. Light and Color  
• REVEL Reading: Chapter 6. Texture, Time, and Motion  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 5. Light and Color  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 6. Texture, Time, and Motion  

(Due September 13)  
 

WEEK 4, September 14-September 20 

• REVEL Reading: 7. The Principles of Design  
• REVEL Reading: 8. Drawing  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 7. The Principles of Design  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 8. Drawing 

(Due by September 20)  
 

WEEK 5, September 21- September 27  

• REVEL Reading: Chapter 9. Painting  
• REVEL Reading: Chapter 10. Printmaking  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 9. Painting  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 10. Printmaking  
 
 
 

(Due by September 27)  
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WEEK 6, September 28-October 4  

• REVEL Reading: Chapter 11. Photography and Time-Based Media  
• REVEL Reading: Chapter 12. Sculpture  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 11. Photography and Time-Based Media  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 12. Sculpture  

*There is no additional mid-term exam.  

(Due by October 4)  
 

WEEK 7, October 5-October 11  

• REVEL Reading: 13. Craft  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 13. Craft  

(Due by October 11)  
 

WEEK 8, October 12-October 18  

• REVEL Reading: Chapter 17. The Ancient World  
• REVEL Reading: Chapter 18. The Age of Faith  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 17. The Ancient World  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 18. The Age of Faith  

(Due by October 18)  
 

WEEK 9, October 19-October 25  

• REVEL Reading: Chapter 19. Renaissance through the Baroque  
• REVEL Reading: Chapter 20. 18th and 19th Centuries  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 19. Renaissance through the Baroque  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 20. 18th and 19th Centuries  

(Due by October 25)  

WEEK 10, October 26-November 1  

• REVEL Reading: Part 5: The Themes of Art  
• REVEL Reading: Chapter 21. From 1900 to the Present  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 21. From 1900 to the Present 

(Due by November 1)  

WEEK 11, November 2- November 8  

• REVEL Reading: Chapter 22. Spiritual Belief  
• REVEL Reading: Chapter 23. The Life Force  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 22. Spiritual Belief  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 23. The Life Force  

(Due by November 8)  

WEEK 12, November 9-November 15  

• REVEL Reading: Chapter 25. The Individual and Cultural Identity 
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 25. The Individual and Cultural Identity  
 
 
 

(Due by November 15)  
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WEEK 13, November 16-November 22  

• REVEL Reading: Chapter 26. Power  
• REVEL Quiz: Chapter 26. Power  
• Critical Thinking Assignment (Please find on D2L under Content.)  

(Due by November 22) 

WEEK 14, November 23-November 29  

No Assignments Due!  (Holiday)  
 

WEEK 15, November 30-December 4  

• Student Evaluations: you will receive a course evaluation via email to 
complete.  

(Due by December 4)  
 

 

*There is no additional final exam.* 
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