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Civil War & Reconstruction

Course Title

Course Number: HIST 5053 X10	Course Dates: Fall 2019    Credit Hours: 3

Professor: Dr. Whitney A. Snow
Office/Phone: OD 223/(940) 397-8917	
E-Mail: whitney.snow@msutexas.edu

Office Hours/Hours of Availability
Virtual: TR 8:00-11: A.M.; and 12:00-2:00 P.M. (I will attempt to respond quickly, but please allow me a 24-hour window to answer before declaring me unavailable.)

Course Description
“A House Divided Cannot Stand,”—Abraham Lincoln.  This course will trace the origins of the Civil War, the war’s course, and the Reconstruction Era.  Spanning from the 1840s to 1877, its intent is to provide students with contextualization, specifically as it relates to race, class, and gender.  Themes include slavery, sectionalism, disunion, and emancipation.  By semester’s end, students will have a firm grasp of the roots of secession; war as it pertained to the soldier and the civilian; war’s social, economic, and legal ramifications; the limitations of Reconstruction; and the Civil War in American memory.  

Textbook & Instructional Materials 
*Robert J. Cook, Civil War Memories: Contesting the Past in the United States since 1865 (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2017)
*Drew Gilpin Faust, This Republic of Suffering: Death and the American Civil War (Vintage, 2009)
*Michael Fellman, et al., This Terrible War: The Civil War and Its Aftermath 3rd. ed. (Pearson, 2014)
*Michael Perman, Major Problems in the Civil War and Reconstruction 3rd ed. (Wadsworth, 2010)

Study Hours and Tutoring Assistance 
ASC offers a schedule of selected subjects tutoring assistance. Please contact the ASC, (940) 397-4684, or visit the ASC homepage for more information.

College Policies and Procedures
Refer to College Policies and Procedures Manual.


Academic Misconduct Policy & Procedures
Academic Dishonesty : Cheating, collusion, and plagiarism (the act of using source material of other persons, either published or unpublished, without following the accepted techniques of crediting, or the submission for credit of work not the individual’s to whom credit is given). Additional guidelines on procedures in these matters may be found in the Office of Student Conduct.

Grading
Please refer to the following:
	Course Grade
Book Review #1=10%
Book Review #2=10%
Discussions=10%
Film Critique=15%
Paper=20%
Midterm=15%
Final=20%
	Letter Grade Scale
90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
0-59 = F



Homework 
Homework will consist of 14 weekly classroom discussions.  Every week, each student will initiate a discussion on one of the assigned documents in Perman.  “Discussions” can be found on D2L under Communication.  Each student will also be required to comment at least twice on their classmates’ weekly discussion entries.  Conversation is strongly encouraged.  These fourteen weekly discussions are worth 10% of your overall average.  Each will be assessed on a 0-100 scale and all fifteen will be averaged in order to deduce your overall discussion grade.  You are welcome to start a discussion any day Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday.  However, your weekly discussion should be posted by midnight on Thursday at the latest.  This is to allow your classmates to comment by midnight on Friday.  Please refer to instructions and rubric on D2L.

Film Critique
You will select a movie from an approved list and write a 2-3 page critique.  Your critique must be in 12-point font, Times New Roman.  The margins should be 1 inch on the tops and bottom and 1.25 inches on the left and right.  This critique is worth 15% of your final average.  Please email this critique to your professor by midnight on the due date.  Please refer to instructions on D2L.

Exams
*This course includes two exams (a midterm and a final) which will consist of six identification terms and one essay.  Study guides will be posted on D2L.
*The midterm (Wednesday, October 9) is worth 15% of your total average.  The midterm exam will be available in “Exams” under “Content” by midnight on Tuesday, October 8.
*The final exam (Friday, December 6) is worth 20% of your total average.  The final exam will be available in “Exams” under “Content” by midnight on Thursday, December 5.
*Exams are due by midnight on the due dates.



Book Reviews
*Students will be expected to select two books from a list of approved options (posted on D2L under content) and write a book review on each.
*The book review must by typed, in 12-point font, Times New Roman, and double spaced.  The margins should be 1 inch on the top and bottom and 1.25 inches on the left and right.  Email completed book reviews to the professor by midnight on the due dates.  Book Review #1 is due on October 2 while Book Review #2 is due on November 13.

Historiography Paper
The primary project required for this class is a 10-page historiography paper.  Students may select a subject of their choice (pending professor approval).  Further instructions are available on D2L.  Look for “Historiography” under “Content.”  This historiography paper is worth 20% of your overall average.  Please inform the professor of your subject proposal by midnight on September 13.

Extra Credit 
No extra credit assignments will be accepted.

Late Work  
Missing a due-date is only acceptable in case of documented illness (doctor’s excuse) or family death.

Make Up Work/Tests
State whether or not you will allow students to make up missed assignments and tests, and any conditions you stipulate.

Midterm Progress Report
In order to help students keep track of their progress toward course objectives, the instructor for this class will provide a Midterm Progress Report through each student’s WebWorld account.  All students will receive this midterm progress report.  Midterm grades will not be reported on the students’ transcript, nor will they be calculated in the cumulative GPA.  They simply give students an idea of where they stand at the midpoint of the semester.  Students earning below a C at the midway point should schedule a meeting with the instructor.

Important Dates
Last day for term schedule changes: August 26-28.
Deadline to file for graduation September 30.
Last Day to drop with a grade of “W” October 28.

It is the student’s responsibility to visit with their academic advisor prior to withdrawing from a class must come to the Dean of Students office located in the Clark Student Center, room 104, to fill out a withdrawal slip.

Desire-to-Learn (D2L)
Extensive use of the MSU D2L program is a part of this course. Each student is expected
to be familiar with this program as it provides a primary source of communication regarding assignments, examination materials, and general course information. You can log into D2L through the MSU Homepage. If you experience difficulties, please contact the technicians listed for the program or contact your instructor.

Attendance 
As an online student, you will be expected to log-in to D2L at least once every week.  This is needed in order to fulfill your weekly discussion requirements. 

Computer Requirements
Taking an online class requires you to have access to a computer (with Internet access) to complete and upload your assignments. It is your responsibility to have (or have access to) a working computer in this class. Assignments and tests are due by the due date, and personal computer technical difficulties will not be considered reason for the instructor to allow students extra time to submit assignments, tests, or discussion postings. Computers are available on campus in various areas of the buildings as well as the Academic Success Center. Your computer being down is not an excuse for missing a deadline!! There are many places to access your class! Our online classes can be accessed from any computer in the world which is connected to the internet. Contact your instructor immediately upon having computer trouble If you have technical difficulties in the course, there is also a student helpdesk available to you. The college cannot work directly on student computers due to both liability and resource limitations however they are able to help you get connected to our online services. For help, log into D2L. 

Instructor Class Policies
*Online etiquette is a must.  Please be civil in your “discussion” interactions.  Avoid all caps.  Debate is healthy, but keep it respectful.
*Please be mindful of deadlines.

Change of Schedule
A student dropping a course (but not withdrawing from the University) within the first 12 class days of a regular semester or the first four class days of a summer semester is eligible for a 100% refund of applicable tuition and fees. Dates are published in the Schedule of Classes each semester.

Refund and Repayment Policy
A student who withdraws or is administratively withdrawn from Midwestern State University (MSU) may be eligible to receive a refund for all or a portion of the tuition, fees and room/board charges that were paid to MSU for the semester. HOWEVER, if the student received financial aid (federal/state/institutional grants, loans and/or scholarships), all or a portion of the refund may be returned to the financial aid programs. As described below, two formulas (federal and state) exists in determining the amount of the refund. (Examples of each refund calculation will be made available upon request).

Disability Support Services   
Midwestern State University is committed to providing equal access for qualified students with disabilities to all university courses and programs, and by law all students with disabilities are
guaranteed a learning environment that provides reasonable accommodation of their disability.
This guarantee is provided through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans
with Disabilities Act. The ADA reads: “No qualified individual with a disability shall, by reason
of such disability, be excluded from participation in or be denied the benefits of the services, programs, or activities of a public entity, or be subject to discrimination by any such entity.” The Director of Disability Support Services serves as the ADA Coordinator and may be contacted at (940) 397-4140, TDD (940) 397-4515, or 3410 Taft Blvd., Clark Student Center 168.

Smoking/Tobacco Policy
College policy strictly prohibits the use of tobacco products in any building owned or operated by WATC.  Adult students may smoke only in the outside designated-smoking areas at each location.  

Alcohol and Drug Policy
To comply with the Drug Free Schools and Communities Act of 1989 and subsequent amendments, students and employees of Midwestern State are informed that strictly enforced policies are in place which prohibits the unlawful possession, use or distribution of any illicit drugs, including alcohol, on university property or as part of any university-sponsored activity. Students and employees are also subject to all applicable legal sanctions under local, state and federal law for any offenses involving illicit drugs on University property or at University-sponsored activities.

Grade Appeal Process
Students who wish to appeal a grade should consult the Midwestern State University undergraduate catalog, Volume LXXVIII, number 1 (2010 – 2012), pp. 75 - 77.

Notice
Changes in the course syllabus, procedure, assignments, and schedule may be made at the discretion of the instructor.

Course Schedule:
	COURSE SCHEDULE 

	
Dates
	
Activities, Assignments, Due Dates


	Week 1

August 26-30
	Readings:                             Assignments:
Fellman, Chapter 1             *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 1            

	Week 2
September 2-6
	Readings:                             Assignments:
Fellman, Chapter 2             *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 2             

	Week 3
September 9-13
	Readings:                             Assignments:
Fellman, Chapters 3           *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 3             *Film Critique (due by midnight, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]                                               September 11)

	Week 4
September 16-20
	Readings:                              Assignments:
Fellman, Chapter 4              *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 4              

	Week 5
September 23-27
	Readings:                              Assignments:
Fellman, Chapter 5              *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 5               

	Week 6
September 30-Oct 4
	Readings:                               Assignments: 
Fellman, Chapter 6 and 7    *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 6               *Book Review #1 (due by midnight, 
                                                  October 2)
                                                 *Midterm Progress Report

	Week 7
October 7-11
	Readings:                                  Assignments:
Fellman, Chapter 8                  *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 7                  *Midterm (due by midnight, October 9)
                                                   

	Week 8
October 14-18
	Readings:                                  Assignments: 
Fellman, Chapters 9 and 10   *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 8                   

	Week 9
October 21-25
	Readings:                                  Assignments: 
Faust, Chapters 1-3                 *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 9                

	Week 10
October 28-November 1
	Readings:                                   Assignments:
Faust, Chapters 4-6                  *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 10                

	Week 11
November 4-8
	Readings:                                   Assignments: 
Faust, Chapters 7-8                  *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Fellman, Chapter 11                
Perman, Chapter 11

	Week 12
November 11-15
	Readings:                                    Assignments:
Fellman, Chapter 12                  *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 12                  *Book Review #2 (due by midnight, 
                                                      November 13)

	Week 13
November 18-22
	Readings:                                    Assignments: 
Cook, Chapter 1-2                      *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 13                  *Paper (due by midnight, November 22)
                                                      

	Week 14
November 25-29
	Readings:                                     Assignments: 
Cook, Chapters 3-5                    *Weekly Discussion on Perman
Perman, Chapter 14                  

	Week 15
December 2-6
	Readings:                                     Assignments:
Cook, Chapters 6-7                     *Study


Final Exam: December 6 (due by midnight)
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