English 2623PRIVATE 


Survey of American Literature (2nd Half)

Spring 2019
Instructor:  Greg Giddings





Office:  BW 235

Email:  greg.giddings@mwsu.edu 

Office phone:  397-4476 (I prefer email to voice mail.)
Office hours:
T-Th: 9:30-12:30  and W: 7:45-11:45


Textbook: The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Vols. C, D, and E, eighth or ninth edition.
Course’s primary goal: English 2623 is a literature course that introduces the student to American literary works produced after 1865, encompassing what are generally known as the Realistic, Modern, and Post-Modern periods.  The class will emphasize the characteristics of these periods and representational (and occasionally non-representational) traits of the canonical authors.  

Secondary objectives:  Students will examine ways of knowing in the humanities and ways of approaching literature as a means of understanding life and of interpreting human experience. In particular, this class should also reveal to students the various threads that make up the fabric of our American culture and the impact these texts have on contemporary America and the collective consciousness of our country. 

Departmental goals 1.1, 2.2, 2.3, and 4.1 are also addressed.  (See departmental website for clarification.)

Grade scheme:  
Three major tests:  




45%




Four essays

     



35%




Class participation (Discussions)


20%  

This class is writing intensive.  Not only is 35% of your grade based on essays, but also a significant percentage of your tests are essay questions.  And to clarify, by writing, I mean academic writing.  On both the essays and tests, you will be expected to formulate an analytical thesis statement (based on a question that I will ask you regarding a text) and support your position with well organized paragraphs.  (By the way, simply regurgitating the plot is NOT being analytical.)  If you check your catalogue, you will see that English 1143 is a prerequisite for this class, English 2623.  So in grading your essays, I will assume that you have learned the basics of those two important classes.  

For these reasons, I recommend that for those who have not had an English class fairly recently, you might want to purchase and read John Trimble’s Writing with Style, a book that I revere and have used in my composition classes for nearly twenty years.

Here’s a problem with an internet class: most of you can’t come to my office for one-on-one help if you have specific writing deficiencies.  Of course, I will provide feedback on your essays, and I will post numerous examples of successful Think Pieces. However, the “distance” aspect of this class makes improving your compositional skills challenging.
Many students sign up for internet course thinking that they will be “easier” than a typical lecture course.  That will not be the case with this class.  I cover the same material in this internet class as I do in my lecture class, so this class requires just as much work.  

I am not trying to scare anyone off, but I also want each of you to understand what to expect.

Study Advice:  Take notes on the background discussions of the works and authors.  A substantial amount of important information is not in your text.  Therefore, pay attention to the online questions and answers and to the notes that I post.  In addition, read closely and interact with the text.  This is one of the best ways to get the most out of a work.  And finally, pay close attention to the segments and passages mentioned in the discussions, specifically how these parts relate to the themes of the class and their particular historical or cultural period.  

Academic Dishonesty: From the current MSU Student Handbook:                                                            

"Academic Dishonesty : Cheating, collusion, and plagiarism (the act of using source material
of other persons, either published or unpublished, without following the accepted techniques

of crediting, or the submission for credit of work not the individual’s to whom credit is given).

Additional guidelines on procedures in these matters may be found in the Office of Student Conduct.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

The term “cheating” includes, but is not limited to: (1) use of any unauthorized assistance

in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; (2) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond

those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or

carrying out other assignments; or (3) the acquisition without permissions, of tests or other

academic material belonging to a member of the university, faculty, or staff."
                                             

Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class.  If a student plagiarizes a paper, I will assign that paper a grade of zero, and I will follow university policy regarding reporting the incident.  The student will not be able to replace that zero with an “extra” essay.

Also, if a student copies and pastes answers from the internet into his or her exam, that student will also earn a grade of zero on that test.  And finally, if two or more students submit similar answers (collusion), both students will earn zeros for that exam. 
If the student commits academic dishonesty twice in the course, I will drop the student with an “F.”
