Course Title
World Civilizations
Course Number: HIST 1353

Course Dates: Spring 2021

Credit Hours: 3

Professor: Dr. Tiffany A. Ziegler
E-Mail: tiffany.ziegler@msutexas.edu
Office Hours/Hours of Availability
Monday 2:00 – 4:00 pm; Tuesday 3:20 – 4:00 pm; Wednesday 11:00 – 2:00 pm; Thursday 3:20
– 4:00 pm (except when FS meets); by appointment.
Course Description
This class surveys the history of the premodern world from the emergence of homo sapiens
to c. 1500 CE. In this survey, we define and study both societies and civilizations, as well as
the differences and similarities among the two. Through these comparisons, students will be
introduced to the main political, social, and cultural trends of a variety of societies and
civilizations throughout four main periods of human history. This periodization allows us to
understand human history in conjunction with global changes and encounters that affected
and continue to affect the human experience. Also, we will look at the major interactions
between peoples, cultures, and societies in addition to assessing societies on their own
accord by considering their ideas, values, and beliefs. In order to properly achieve this
perspective, we will be focusing on comparative urban cultures, visual cultures, and cultural
encounters (both within and outside of communities). In the end, students should not only
have a basic grasp on the premodern past but should also be able to compare and contrast
societies and civilizations within large-scale frameworks for historical analysis in order to
gain a greater appreciation for cultural and global groups of people.
Required Textbook & Instructional Materials
Robert Strayer and Eric Nelson. Ways of the World: A Brief Global History with Sources,
Volume 1: to 1500, fourth edition. Boston; New York: Bedford/St. Martin, 2019. ISBN: 9781-4576-2202-1.
Robert Strayer and Eric Nelson. Thinking through the Sources, Ways of the World A Brief
Global History with Sources, Volume 1: to 1500, fourth edition. Boston; New York:
Bedford/St. Martin, 2019. ISBN: 978-1-319-17020-2.
Study Hours and Tutoring Assistance
ASC offers a schedule of selected subjects tutoring assistance. Please contact the ASC, (940)
397-4684, or visit the ASC homepage for more information.

College Policies and Procedures
Refer to College Policies and Procedures Manual.
Academic Misconduct Policy & Procedures
Academic Dishonesty: Cheating, collusion, and plagiarism (the act of using source material
of other persons, either published or unpublished, without following the accepted
techniques of crediting, or the submission for credit of work not the individual’s to whom
credit is given). Additional guidelines on procedures in these matters may be found in the
Office of Student Conduct.
Grading
Please refer to the following (see tables for calculating your grade at the end of the syllabus
as well):
Course Grade
Letter Grade Scale
Five Papers 15% each (total of 75%)
90-100 = A
Final Exam 15%
80-89 = B
Attendance and Participation 10%
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
0-59 = F
Attendance and Participation
You are responsible for material presented in lectures and the knowledge of any of it will be
necessary for papers and the final exam. For online classes, your attendance and
participation are calculated based on instructional viewing. D2L tracks when you
access an activity and for how long. Do all activities/view all necessary PowerPoints,
links, videos, etc. to achieve a perfect score.
COVID-19 Policies
As you are aware, we are currently dealing with COVID-19, which complicates life on a
college campus. Because this is an online class, the class is less likely to be interrupted due
to outbreaks and quarantines. It is possible, however, that the instructor or a student may
contract the virus. If the instructor contracts the virus, you will be notified and due dates and
office hours will be modified. If you contract the virus, please notify the instructor for
accommodations. If you visit the instructor during office hours you must wear a mask.
Discussion and Discussion Papers
Over the course of the semester we will be examining a number of primary sources
contained within the textbook at the end of each chapter, as well as those in the reader,
Thinking through the Sources. Students must acquire both books. Students must read
these works. Students must use both books.
Students will be graded on five short discussion papers (no more than two pages or ~500
words), as well as a final exam. Not completing these assignments will negatively affect the
overall grade. More details about the papers are provided below, including an outline of the
rubrics used for grading.
*The paper topics are located at the end of the syllabus. All papers must use the
primary sources to answer the question(s).

*Papers are due at the time indicated on D2L and in the syllabus. Papers must be
submitted to D2L through the dropbox feature on the day and time indicated on the
syllabus.
*Late discussion papers policy: You may not submit late discussion papers.
*There are seven paper options. Of the papers, the first two papers must be
completed. Of the next five papers, choose three. You may write EVERY paper if
you wish, but I will only calculate the three highest scores of the choice papers into
the final grade. You must write paper eight/final exam.
*Papers need to be typed with a reasonable font (Times New Roman, Cambria,
Tahoma, etc.), double-spaced, and have one-inch margins. While you do not need to
include a cover page, you do need to include your name. Please proofread these
papers for silly mistakes and errors.
Grading scale for discussion papers:
24/24
100
23/24
95.83
22/24
91.67
21/24
87.5
20/24
83.33
19/24
79.17
18/24
75
17/24
70.83
16/24
66.67
15/24
62.5
14/24
58.33
13/24
54.17
Paper Help
I am more than happy to help you with your papers, but do not simply send me a copy of
your paper and expect me to ‘fix’ it. Please include specific questions. In addition, the
campus writing center provides free help to any enrolled student: Tutoring is available
Monday through Thursday from 9am to 4pm; you can also find a tutor at the satellite location
in Moffett Library Honors Lounge, Sunday and Thursday from 6pm to 9pm. Writing tutors
will not edit your papers for you, but they will provide support and feedback at every stage
of the writing process, from brainstorming to drafting, revising to proofreading.
Extra Credit
No extra credit assignments will be accepted.
Midterm Progress Report
In order to help students keep track of their progress toward course objectives, the
instructor for this class will provide a Midterm Progress Report through each student’s
WebWorld account. All students will receive this midterm progress report. Midterm
grades will not be reported on the students’ transcript, nor will they be calculated in the

cumulative GPA. They simply give students an idea of where they stand at the midpoint of
the semester. Students earning below a C at the midway point should schedule a meeting
with the instructor.
Important Date
Last Day to drop with a grade of “W” is 23 April 2021. It is the student’s responsibility to
visit with their academic advisor prior to withdrawing from a class. Students must come to
the Dean of Students office located in the Clark Student Center, room 104, to fill out a
withdrawal slip.
Computer Requirements
This class uses D2L. It is your responsibility to have (or have access to) a working computer
in this class. Computers are available on campus in various areas of the buildings as well as
the Academic Success Center. Your computer being down is not an excuse for missing a
deadline! If you have technical difficulties in the course, there is also a student helpdesk
available to you. The college cannot work directly on student computers due to both
liability and resource limitations however they are able to help you get connected to our
online services. For help, log into D2L.
The following includes the minimum software and hardware recommendations:
PC Desktops and laptops Minimum Specification
• Intel Core (i3, i5, i7) processors; 4th generation or newer
• 4 GB of RAM, 8 GB of RAM is highly recommended
• 256 GB SSD Storage
• Dual Band spectrum (2.4 GHz and 5 GHz) with 802.11ac or 802.11n
• Use Windows' Operating System and PC Info to find your hardware information
Mac desktops and laptops Minimum Specifications
• Intel Core (i3, i5, i7) processors; 4th generation or newer
• 4 GB of RAM, 8 GB of RAM is highly recommended
• 256 GB SSD Storage
• Dual Band spectrum (2.4 GHz and 5 GHz) with 802.11ac or 802.11n
• Use Apple's About this Mac feature to find your hardware information
Chromebooks are not recommended, as they will not work with D2L.
Change of Schedule
A student dropping a course (but not withdrawing from the University) within the first twelve
class days of a regular semester or the first four class days of a summer semester is eligible
for a 100% refund of applicable tuition and fees. Dates are published in the Schedule of
Classes each semester.
Refund and Repayment Policy
A student who withdraws or is administratively withdrawn from Midwestern State University
(MSU) may be eligible to receive a refund for all or a portion of the tuition, fees and
room/board charges that were paid to MSU for the semester. HOWEVER, if the student
received financial aid (federal/state/institutional grants, loans and/or scholarships), all or a
portion of the refund may be returned to the financial aid programs. As described below,

two formulas (federal and state) exist in determining the amount of the refund. (Examples of
each refund calculation will be made available upon request).
Grade Appeal Process
Students who wish to appeal a grade should consult the Midwestern State University
undergraduate catalog, Volume LXXVIII, number 1 (2010 – 2012), pp. 75 – 77.
Notice
Changes in the course syllabus, procedure, assignments, and schedule may be made at the
discretion of the professor.
Course Schedule:
COURSE SCHEDULE
Dates
Week 1
11 January

Activities, Assignments, Due Dates
Introduction to World History
Readings:
Preface, working with primary sources, prologue, Chapter 1
(from here on out, assume that you need to read the chapters in
both the textbook, Ways of the World, and Thinking through the
Sources)
Assignments:
How to write the paper
How to cite

Week 2
18 January

Prehistory to Agriculture—the Birth of ‘Civilization’
Readings:
Chapter 2
Assignments:
Paper One Due 21 January 8:00 am

Week 3
25 January

Early River Valley Civilizations
Readings:
Chapter 2
Assignments:
Revisions to Paper One Due 28 January 8:00 am

Week 4
1 February

The Rise of Civilizations around the World
Readings:
Chapters 3, 4, and 5

Assignments:
Paper Two Due 4 February 8:00 am
Week 5
8 February

The Classical Period—India and Southeast Asia
Readings:
Chapters 3, 4, and 5
Assignments:
Comparison of India and Southeast Asia

Week 6
15 February

The Classical Period—Greece and the Hellenistic World
Readings:
Chapters 3, 4, and 5
Assignments:
Paper Three Due 18 February 8:00 am

Week 7
22 February

The Classical Period—Rome and China
Readings:
Chapters 3, 4, and 5
Assignments:
Comparison of Rome and China

Week 8
1 March

New Civilizations in the Americas, Africa, and Western
Eurasia
Readings:
Chapter 6
Assignments:
Paper Four Due 4 March 8:00 am

Week 9
8 March

The Spread of Civilizations
Readings:
Chapter 7
Assignments:
Trade!

Week 10
15 March

The Postclassical World
Readings:
Chapter 9

Assignments:
Paper Five Due 18 March 8:00 am
Week 11
22 March

Blending of Civilizations in the Postclassical World
Readings:
Chapter 9
Assignments:
One civilization or many?

Week 12
29 March

Postclassical Civilizations in the Far East
Readings:
Chapter 8
Assignments:
Paper Six Due 31 March 8:00 am—PLEASE NOTE THE DIFFERENT
DAY AND TIME because of the Holiday Break: 31 March (10:00
pm)-4 April

Week 13
5 April

Postclassical Civilizations in the Far West
Readings:
Chapter 10
Assignments:
Plague: Any connections to today’s experience?

Week 14
12 April

Week 15
19 April

Global Connections: The Rise and Fall of the Mongols
Readings:
Chapter 11
Assignments:
Paper Seven Due 15 April 8:00 am
Global Connections: The Age of Exploration
Readings:
Chapter 12
Assignments:
Conclusions

Finals Week

Assignments:
Final Exam Due Tuesday 27 April 8:00 am

Discussion Paper One
Introduction:
Historians pose questions and then attempt to answer the queries with evidence that the
peoples who have come before have left behind (primary documentation). This first paper
is meant to introduce you to primary and secondary sources, how to use the sources, and
how to cite properly. It also asks you to think about ways to study the past without written
sources. Please follow the directions below using your textbook and the primary sources.
Failure to use primary evidence WILL RESULT IN A LOWER GRADE.
The Assignment:
1. Using the lectures (PPTs), the textbook, the primary sources, and secondary sources
(“Historians’ Voices”) from chapter one, briefly describe Paleolithic peoples.
2. Then, respond to the following: our understanding of Paleolithic peoples is uncertain
and often based on speculation, guesswork, or even imagination. Yet, both oral
traditions and physical remains offer an understanding of human history before
writing. Do you agree--can we understand human history before writing based on
oral traditions and physical remains, or do these works/items only have meaning for
those who created them?
3. You must use at least 4 different primary sources.
The Details:
• This paper should be typed and double-spaced, composed of twelve-point font and
of a reasonable font type, e.g. Times New Roman, and should have one-inch margins.
• The total length of this paper should be no more and no less than 2 pages.
• This paper needs to be in the proper essay format: Introduction with thesis, body
paragraphs, and conclusion.
• You must cite the sources properly:
o When you use something directly from the Strayer book, you cite as follows:
▪ Strayer argues “…” (Strayer, 17).
o If you use something from a document, cite as follows:
▪ Writing about the Persians, Herodotus states that they [the Persians]
love wine and drink large amounts of it” (Herodotus, The Histories,
131).
• Use only class materials. Before handing your paper in, be sure to proofread for
grammatical and other mistakes. Failure to proofread will result in a lower grade.
*Your paper will be graded according to the writing assignment common rubric (based on
the AACU’s Value Rubrics) included in your syllabus. Please familiarize yourself with the
rubric before handing in your paper.

Discussion Paper Two
Introduction:
Historians pose questions and then attempt to answer the queries with evidence that the
peoples who have come before have left behind (primary documentation). In the second
paper you will continue to work with primary and secondary sources, but in this paper you
will start to work with written material. Please follow the directions below using your
textbook and the primary sources. Failure to use primary evidence WILL RESULT IN A
LOWER GRADE.
The Assignment:
1. Using the lectures (PPTs), the textbook, the primary sources, and secondary sources
(“Historians’ Voices”) from chapter two, briefly describe “civilization.”
2. Then, respond to the following: Do early civilizations share more similarities or
differences? Be sure to explain your choice with proof.
3. You must use at least 4 different primary sources.
The Details:
• This paper should be typed and double-spaced, composed of twelve-point font and
of a reasonable font type, e.g. Times New Roman, and should have one-inch margins.
• The total length of this paper should be no more and no less than 2 pages.
• This paper needs to be in the proper essay format: Introduction with thesis, body
paragraphs, and conclusion.
• You must cite the sources properly:
o When you use something directly from the Strayer book, you cite as follows:
▪ Strayer argues “…” (Strayer, 17).
o If you use something from a document, cite as follows:
▪ Writing about the Persians, Herodotus states that they [the Persians]
love wine and drink large amounts of it” (Herodotus, The Histories,
131).
• Use only class materials. Before handing your paper in, be sure to proofread for
grammatical and other mistakes. Failure to proofread will result in a lower grade.
*Your paper will be graded according to the writing assignment common rubric (based on
the AACU’s Value Rubrics) included in your syllabus. Please familiarize yourself with the
rubric before handing in your paper.

Discussion Paper Three
Introduction:
Historians pose questions and then attempt to answer the queries with evidence that the
peoples who have come before have left behind (primary documentation). Please follow the
directions below using your textbook and the primary sources. Failure to use primary
evidence WILL RESULT IN A LOWER GRADE.
The Assignment:
1. Use the lectures (PPTs), the textbook, the primary sources, and secondary sources
(“Historians’ Voices”) from chapter three.
2. Then, choose from one of the following questions. You only have to address one
question in your paper. Please note on which question you are responding in your
paper.
a. From what position and with what motivation did these writers compose their
documents/works of art? How did this affect what they had to say or how they
portrayed someone/something?
or
b. “Power” refers to the ability of rulers to coerce their subjects into some
required behavior, while “authority” denotes the ability of those rulers to
persuade their subjects to obey voluntarily by convincing them that it is
proper, right, or natural to do so. What appeals to “power” and “authority”
can you find in these sources? How does the balance between them differ
among these sources?
or
c. To what extent and in what ways did religion underlie political authority in the
civilizations of the second-wave era?
3. You must use at least 4 different primary sources.
The Details:
• This paper should be typed and double-spaced, composed of twelve-point font and
of a reasonable font type, e.g. Times New Roman, and should have one-inch margins.
• The total length of this paper should be no more and no less than 2 pages.
• This paper needs to be in the proper essay format: Introduction with thesis, body
paragraphs, and conclusion.
• You must cite the sources properly:
o When you use something directly from the Strayer book, you cite as follows:
▪ Strayer argues “…” (Strayer, 17).
o If you use something from a document, cite as follows:
▪ Writing about the Persians, Herodotus states that they [the Persians]
love wine and drink large amounts of it” (Herodotus, The Histories,
131).
• Use only class materials. Before handing your paper in, be sure to proofread for
grammatical and other mistakes. Failure to proofread will result in a lower grade.
*Your paper will be graded according to the writing assignment common rubric (based on
the AACU’s Value Rubrics) included in your syllabus. Please familiarize yourself with the
rubric before handing in your paper.

Discussion Paper Four
Introduction:
Historians pose questions and then attempt to answer the queries with evidence that the
peoples who have come before have left behind (primary documentation). Please follow the
directions below using your textbook and the primary sources. Failure to use primary
evidence WILL RESULT IN A LOWER GRADE.
The Assignment:
1. Use the lectures (PPTs), the textbook, the primary sources, and secondary sources
(“Historians’ Voices”).
2. Then, choose from one of the following questions. You only have to address one
question in your paper. Please note on which question you are responding in your
paper.
a. In what ways were these sources (in chapter four) reacting against the
conventional wisdom of the times? How was each shaped by the social and
political circumstances in which it was composed?
or
b. What is the relationship between religion, which explores the transcendent
realm of the gods or the divine, and moral behavior on earth in these sources
(chapter four)? How does the “good life” relate to politics?
or
c. How does each of these (chapter four) sources characterize the fulfilled
person or the fully realized human being? How does it define personal virtue?
3. You must use at least 4 different primary sources.
The Details:
• This paper should be typed and double-spaced, composed of twelve-point font and
of a reasonable font type, e.g. Times New Roman, and should have one-inch margins.
• The total length of this paper should be no more and no less than 2 pages.
• This paper needs to be in the proper essay format: Introduction with thesis, body
paragraphs, and conclusion.
• You must cite the sources properly:
o When you use something directly from the Strayer book, you cite as follows:
▪ Strayer argues “…” (Strayer, 17).
o If you use something from a document, cite as follows:
▪ Writing about the Persians, Herodotus states that they [the Persians]
love wine and drink large amounts of it” (Herodotus, The Histories,
131).
• Use only class materials. Before handing your paper in, be sure to proofread for
grammatical and other mistakes. Failure to proofread will result in a lower grade.
*Your paper will be graded according to the writing assignment common rubric (based on
the AACU’s Value Rubrics) included in your syllabus. Please familiarize yourself with the
rubric before handing in your paper.

Discussion Paper Five
Introduction:
Historians pose questions and then attempt to answer the queries with evidence that the
peoples who have come before have left behind (primary documentation). Please follow the
directions below using your textbook and the primary sources. Failure to use primary
evidence WILL RESULT IN A LOWER GRADE.
The Assignment:
1. Use the lectures (PPTs), the textbook, the primary sources, and secondary sources
(“Historians’ Voices”).
2. Then, choose from one of the following questions. You only have to address one
question in your paper. Please note on which question you are responding in your
paper.
3. You must use at least 4 different primary sources.
a. To what extent did women in the second-wave era internalize or accept
patriarchal values of their society? Why? In what ways were women able to
challenge at least some elements of their societies? Please use the sources
from chapter five.
or
b. Drawing on the sources from chapter six Thinking through the Sources,
compare the Maya to other second-wave era civilizations. How might the
Maya be considered a smaller-scale version of the second-wave civilization of
Eurasia? In what ways were the Maya different?
or
c. Drawing on the sources from chapter six of Strayer, Ways of the World
compare Axum to other second-wave era civilizations. How might Axum be
considered a smaller-scale version of the second-wave civilization of Eurasia?
In what ways was it different
The Details:
• This paper should be typed and double-spaced, composed of twelve-point font and
of a reasonable font type, e.g. Times New Roman, and should have one-inch margins.
• The total length of this paper should be no more and no less than 2 pages.
• This paper needs to be in the proper essay format: Introduction with thesis, body
paragraphs, and conclusion.
• You must cite the sources properly:
o When you use something directly from the Strayer book, you cite as follows:
▪ Strayer argues “…” (Strayer, 17).
o If you use something from a document, cite as follows:
▪ Writing about the Persians, Herodotus states that they [the Persians]
love wine and drink large amounts of it” (Herodotus, The Histories,
131).
• Use only class materials. Before handing your paper in, be sure to proofread for
grammatical and other mistakes. Failure to proofread will result in a lower grade.
*Your paper will be graded according to the writing assignment common rubric (based on
the AACU’s Value Rubrics) included in your syllabus. Please familiarize yourself with the
rubric before handing in your paper.

Discussion Paper Six
Introduction:
Historians pose questions and then attempt to answer the queries with evidence that the
peoples who have come before have left behind (primary documentation). Please follow the
directions below using your textbook and the primary sources. Failure to use primary
evidence WILL RESULT IN A LOWER GRADE.
The Assignment:
1. Use the lectures (PPTs), the textbook, the primary sources, and secondary sources
(“Historians’ Voices”).
2. Then, choose from one of the following questions. You only have to address one
question in your paper. Please note on which question you are responding in your
paper.
3. You must use at least 4 different primary sources.
a. Drawing on the sources from chapter seven, how would you describe life on
the Silk Roads? What were its attractions? What made it a difficult or
dangerous route?
or
a. No national culture develops as a single set of ideas and practices. Describe
China during the Tang and Song dynasties. Then, compare China to Japan
during these same dynasties. What are the similarities? What are the
differences? Use chapter eight.
or
b. In what different ways do the various voices of Islam represented in the
sources understand and express the common religious tradition of which they
are all a part? What grounds for debate or controversy can you identify within
or among them? Use chapter nine.
The Details:
• This paper should be typed and double-spaced, composed of twelve-point font and
of a reasonable font type, e.g. Times New Roman, and should have one-inch margins.
• The total length of this paper should be no more and no less than 2 pages.
• This paper needs to be in the proper essay format: Introduction with thesis, body
paragraphs, and conclusion.
• You must cite the sources properly:
o When you use something directly from the Strayer book, you cite as follows:
▪ Strayer argues “…” (Strayer, 17).
o If you use something from a document, cite as follows:
▪ Writing about the Persians, Herodotus states that they [the Persians]
love wine and drink large amounts of it” (Herodotus, The Histories,
131).
• Use only class materials. Before handing your paper in, be sure to proofread for
grammatical and other mistakes. Failure to proofread will result in a lower grade.
*Your paper will be graded according to the writing assignment common rubric (based on
the AACU’s Value Rubrics) included in your syllabus. Please familiarize yourself with the
rubric before handing in your paper.

Discussion Paper Seven
Introduction:
Historians pose questions and then attempt to answer the queries with evidence that the
peoples who have come before have left behind (primary documentation). Please follow the
directions below using your textbook and the primary sources. Failure to use primary
evidence WILL RESULT IN A LOWER GRADE.
The Assignment:
1. Use the lectures (PPTs), the textbook, the primary sources, and secondary sources
(“Historians’ Voices”). You must use at least 4 different primary sources.
2. Then, choose from one of the following questions. Please note on which question you
are responding in your paper.
a. It may be difficult for modern Westerners to fully grasp how extensively
religion shaped the worldview of people in earlier times. In what ways do
these sources reveal such a religiously based outlook on life? To what extent
was the posture of European Crusaders toward Muslims, Jews, and Eastern
Christians similar? Are the similarities a reflection of their religious
worldview or something else? Use chapter ten.
or
b. What can we learn about how humans react to natural disasters from studying
the Black Death? What similarities and differences can you identify in how
people experienced, understood, and reacted to the plague, both between
and within particular societies? Use chapter eleven.
or
c. Although the sources that you have all derive from Europeans, what might we
infer, reading between the lines, about how the West African, Indian, and
Native American figures may have understood these encounters? Use chapter
twelve.
The Details:
• This paper should be typed and double-spaced, composed of twelve-point font and
of a reasonable font type, e.g. Times New Roman, and should have one-inch margins.
• The total length of this paper should be no more and no less than 2 pages.
• This paper needs to be in the proper essay format: Introduction with thesis, body
paragraphs, and conclusion.
• You must cite the sources properly:
o When you use something directly from the Strayer book, you cite as follows:
▪ Strayer argues “…” (Strayer, 17).
o If you use something from a document, cite as follows:
▪ Writing about the Persians, Herodotus states that they [the Persians]
love wine and drink large amounts of it” (Herodotus, The Histories,
131).
• Use only class materials. Before handing your paper in, be sure to proofread for
grammatical and other mistakes. Failure to proofread will result in a lower grade.
*Your paper will be graded according to the writing assignment common rubric (based on
the AACU’s Value Rubrics) included in your syllabus. Please familiarize yourself with the
rubric before handing in your paper.

Discussion Paper Eight/Final Exam
Introduction:
Historians pose questions and then attempt to answer the queries with evidence that the
peoples who have come before have left behind (primary documentation). You are now a
practiced historian and it is up to you to make some conclusions about civilizations. You
need to use a variety of primary sources from at least four different chapters in this paper:
one from early peoples; one from the first-wave era; one from the second-wave era; and one
from the third-wave era. Failure to use primary evidence WILL RESULT IN A LOWER
GRADE.
The Assignment:
1. Using the lectures, textbook, primary sources, textbook primary sources, handouts,
etc., define civilization.
2. Then address the following: How and why has the definition of civilization changed
over time? Are there groups in world history who should be studied even if they do
not fit the definition of ‘civilization’? Who are they and why should we study them?
3. You must use at least 4 different primary sources: one from early peoples (chapter
one); one from the first-wave era (chapter 2); one from the second-wave era
(chapters 3-6); and one from the third-wave era (chapters 7-12).
The details:
• This paper should be typed and double-spaced, composed of twelve-point font and
of a reasonable font type, e.g. Times New Roman, and should have one-inch margins.
• The total length of this paper should be no more and no less than 2 pages.
• This paper needs to be in the proper essay format: Introduction with thesis, body
paragraphs, and conclusion.
• You must cite the sources properly:
o When you use something directly from the Strayer book, you cite as follows:
▪ Strayer argues “…” (Strayer, 17).
o If you use something from a document, cite as follows:
▪ Writing about the Persians, Herodotus states that they [the Persians]
love wine and drink large amounts of it” (Herodotus, The Histories,
131).
• Use only class materials. Before handing your paper in, be sure to proofread for
grammatical and other mistakes. Failure to proofread will result in a lower grade.
*Your paper will be graded according to the writing assignment common rubric (based on
the AACU’s Value Rubrics) included in your syllabus. Please familiarize yourself with the
rubric before handing in your paper.

Grade Tracker:
Papers
24 points each
1*
2*
3
4
5
6
7
8* (Final)
Total**

/144

*Denotes papers you MUST
complete. The eighth paper is the
final.
** Drop your two lowest scores.
This might include papers you did
not do.
In order to figure out where you sit
in class, divide the total score by
144. This will give you the
approximate grade percentage.
For example, if you have 120 points
out of 144, and you divide 120/144,
your score is 0.833333. This is an
83%, or a B.

Discussion Papers Scoring Rubric
Capstone
4

Milestone

Benchmark

3

2

1

Clear, strong, comprehensive thesis
stated delivering all relevant information
necessary

Thesis is weak or flawed but present to
the extent that it is not impeded by
omissions

Thesis is more implied than clear or is at
the end; the thesis may leave some terms
undefined, ambiguities unexplored,
and/or backgrounds unknown

No clear thesis or the thesis is stated
without clarification or description

Critical
Thinking: Use of
Evidence

Appropriate sources (namely primary (4)
but also secondary) present with
appropriate analysis/interpretation and
relation to thesis, meaning that there is
enough interpretation and evaluation to
develop a comprehensive analysis while
also considering others' points of view

Appropriate sources present (3) but
without appropriate
analysis/interpretation and relation to
thesis. There is only some
interpretation and evaluation to
develop a comprehensive analysis
and/or there is only some
consideration of others' points of view

Few sources present (2) (or use of only
secondary sources) and/or without
appropriate analysis/interpretation in
relation to thesis. There is little
interpretation and evaluation to develop a
comprehensive analysis and/or there is
little consideration of others' points of view

Few sources present (1) (or use of only
secondary sources) and/or without
appropriate analysis/interpretation in
relation to thesis. There is little
interpretation and evaluation to develop a
comprehensive analysis and/or there is
little consideration of others' points of view

Critical
Thinking:
Conclusion

Conclusion is logical and reflects the
student's informed evaluation of the topic
and sources

Conclusion is logical but weak. It only
partially reflects the student's informed
evaluation of the topic and sources

Conclusion present but does not reflect
the student's informed evaluation of the
topic and sources

Conclusion confused, oversimplified, or
not present

Communication
and Writing

Student successfully executes a wide
range of conventions specific to
communication and writing, including
grammar, spelling, organization, content,
presentation, formatting, and style

Student only partially executes a wide
range of conventions specific to
communication and writing, including
grammar, spelling, organization,
content, presentation, formatting, and
style; straightforward language is used
to convey the meaning and there may
be some errors

Conventions specific to communication
and writing, including grammar, spelling,
organization, content, presentation,
formatting, and style, are basic; basic
language is used to convey the meaning
and there may be many errors

Attempts to use the basic system of
conventions specific to communication and
writing, including grammar, spelling,
organization, content, presentation,
formatting, and style, but language and
errors impede the meanings being
conveyed

Intercultural
Knowledge

Student clearly understands the sources
in the context of the times by
demonstrating a sophisticated
understanding of the complexity of
elements important to members of another
culture in relation to its history, values,
politics, communication styles, economy,
or beliefs and practices

Student partially understands the
sources in the context of the time by
demonstrating adequate understanding
of the complexity of elements important
to members of another culture in
relation to its history, values, politics,
communication styles, economy, or
beliefs and practices

Personal
Responsibilities

Through verbal communication and
analysis of the sources, provides a deep
understanding of multiple worldviews,
experiences, and power structures while
articulating a complex understanding of
cultural differences in relation to history,
values, politics, communication styles,
economy, or beliefs and practices, and
provides a shared understanding of
multiple cultural perspectives

Student shows a partial analysis of the
sources through verbal communication;
partial understanding of multiple world
views; a partial understanding of
cultural differences in relation to
history, values, politics, communication
styles, economy, or beliefs and
practices, and provides a partial
understanding of multiple cultural
perspectives

Critical
Thinking:
Explanation of
the Issue

Student shows a vague understanding of
the sources in the context of the time,
demonstrates adequate understanding of
the complexity of elements important to
members of another culture in relation to
its history, values, politics, communication
styles, economy, or beliefs and practices,
and has difficulties suspending value
judgements
Analysis of the sources actions more
implied than stated or vague through
verbal communication; vague
understanding of multiple world views;
vague articulation or implied
understanding of cultural differences in
relation to history, values, politics,
communication styles, economy, or beliefs
and practices, and provides a vague or an
implied understanding of multiple cultural
perspectives

Student shows little to no understanding of
the sources in the context of the time and
the complexity of elements important to
members of another culture in relation to its
history, values, politics, communication
styles, economy, or beliefs and practices;
has difficulty suspending value judgements

Relation of values to actions not addressed

