
   

 
 

Course Syllabus: Appreciation of Theatre  
College of Fine Arts 

THEA 1503 section 101 

Fall 2026 
 

Contact Information 

Instructor: Elizabeth Lewandowski 

Office: FFA B204 

Office hours: M 11:00 am- noon; TR 9:30-11:00 am 
Office phone: (940) 397-4392 

Cell Phone: 940-901-0479 
E-mail: elizabeth.lewandowski@msutexas.edu 

 

Course Description 

To enable the student to appreciate and analyze theatre and related products of 
the human imagination. 

 

Learning Goals 

• Define the roles taken by theatricians and how those roles interact to create theatre. 

• Evaluate the success of a given group of artists in relationship to the goals of that particular 

production. 

• Visualize and discuss the elements of theatre in a non-theatrical setting. 

• Identify with and explain one’s similarities with a character in a given production. 

• Understand the impact of traditional theatre on popular theatrical forms (television, film, the 

entertainment industry) 

• Attend and meaningfully discuss theatrical productions, using critical, creative and innovative thinking. 

• Demonstrate critical thinking skill through the Playwriting and Design Projects. 

• Demonstrate teamwork by participation in the Production Project. 

• Demonstrate social responsibility through online discussions. 

 
 

Textbook & Instructional Materials  

The Enjoyment of theatre 8th edition by Patterson, Hunter, Gillespie and Cameron 

Access to D2L for quizzes, class updates, handouts, etc. 



   

In addition to our regular class room activities and homework, you are required 

to attend one performance each of two MSU Texas Theatre productions and write 
a critical response for each production. As an MSU Texas student, you can 

receive one free ticket for each production with your id. We use an online site 
and as soon as tickets are available, it will be announced in class. If you are 

unable to attend at least one performance of each production, drop this 
class now. 

 
“Ordinary Days” September 24-26 at 7:30 pm, September 27 at 2:30 pm 

 
“The Crucible” November 12-14 at 7:30 pm, November 15 at 2:30 pm 

  

Student Handbook 

Refer to:  Student Handbook  
  

Academic Misconduct Policy & Procedures 

Academic Dishonesty: Cheating, collusion, and plagiarism (the act of using 
source material of other persons, either published or unpublished, without 

following the accepted techniques of crediting, or the submission for credit of 
work not the individual’s to whom credit is given). Additional guidelines on 

procedures in these matters may be found in the Office of Student Conduct. 
Office of Student Conduct  

 

Moffett Library 

Moffett Library provides resources and services to support student’s studies and 

assignments, including books, peer-reviewed journals, databases, and 

multimedia materials accessible both on campus and remotely. The library offers 

media equipment checkout, reservable study rooms, and research assistance 

from librarians to help students effectively find, evaluate, and use information. 

Get started on this Moffett Library webpage to explore these resources and learn 

how to best utilize the library. 

Grading 

Course Grade - List all graded assignments with their point value and or 

percentage of total grade. Letter Grade Scale indicate the overall points or % to 
letter grade scale for example 1270 to 1137 = A. 

 

Table 1: Points allocated to each assignment 

 

Assignments Points 

Quizzes (10 at 35 pts each) 350 

Homework 100 

Discussions 150 

https://msutexas.edu/student-life/_assets/files/handbook.pdf
https://msutexas.edu/student-life/conduct/
https://msutexas.edu/library/get-started.php


   

Assignments Points 

Midterm Exam 150 

Reflection Papers 50 

Final Exam 200 

Total Points 1000 

 

Table 2: Total points for final grade. 

Grade Points 

A 900 

B 800 to 899 

C 700 to 799 

D 600 to 699 

F Less than 600 

 

Homework  

You are expected to turn in assignments when they are assigned. Failure to do 

so will result in an inability to keep pace with the class. Late assignments will not 
be accepted. Most assignments will be submitted to dropboxes on D2L. No 

handwritten work will be accepted. 
 

Quizzes  

Most of the quizzes will be on D2L. The quizzes will feature 10 questions, 

randomly chosen by D2L from a broader collection of questions. Each quiz will 
have a 10 minute time limit. You may use your notes/text while taking quizzes. 

Additionally, if you are not pleased with your grade on the quiz, you are allowed 

to take it an unlimited number of time until the deadline of the quiz. Quizzes will 
be available for 48 hours with the deadline published on the Class Schedule. 

 

Exams 

The exams are listed in the grading section of this syllabus and will consist of two 
parts, an essay section and an objective section. Essays will be assigned during 

the test review session and will be submitted on D2L in a dropbox. Like the 
quizzes, the questions on an individual test will be selected from a wide pool. You 

will only be allowed to take each test one time. 
 

Projects Required 

The projects in this class will be discussed, with an accompanying handout, on 

the day the assignment is made. 
 

 



   

Extra Credit  

I do not give extra credit. 
 

Late Work   

I do not accept late work. 

 
 

Important Dates 

• Last day for term schedule changes: Click here to enter appropriate date. 

Check date on Academic Calendar.  

• Deadline to file for graduation: Click here to enter appropriate date. Check 

date on Academic Calendar.  

• Last Day to drop with a grade of “W:”Click here to enter appropriate date. 

Check date on Academic Calendar. 

• Refer to: Drops, Withdrawals & Void 

 

Desire-to-Learn (D2L) 

Extensive use of the MSU D2L program is a part of this course. Each student is 

expected to be familiar with this program as it provides a primary source of 
communication regarding assignments, examination materials, and general 

course information. You can log into D2L through the MSU Homepage. If you 
experience difficulties, please contact the technicians listed for the program or 

contact your instructor. 
 

Attendance  

You are expected to attend all classes. Since lectures/discussions expand on 

assignments/projects, missing class means missing the chance to participate om 
your own education. Attendance is taken at the beginning of class. A student 

with excessive absences will be dropped from a course by the professor. 
Participation is a large part of this class and missing class means missing the 

ability to participate in class.  

If you need to miss class due to a university sanctioned event, a copy of the 
university approved memo must be submitted one class week before the 

absence. If you are missing class for a university sanctioned event, any work due 
while you are gone is due before you leave.If you miss class due to illness, you 

are required to notify the professor in an email or by text prior to the start of 
class. Due dates do not change because you are sick. 

 
 

 

https://msutexas.edu/registrar/calendars.php
https://msutexas.edu/registrar/calendars.php
https://msutexas.edu/registrar/calendars.php
https://msutexas.edu/student-life/dean/withdrawal.php
https://d2l.msutexas.edu/


   

Instructor Class Policies 

The classroom space in which we meet does not allow food or open beverages of 
any kind. You may have water in a sports top bottle only. 

Computer usage during class is prohibited unless otherwise directed by the 
professor. 

Cell phones should be turned off during class unless otherwise directed by the 
professor. Students to text, web search or answer their phone in any way will be 

removed from that class session.    
Any use of AI in the creation of any assignment in this class is not allowed and 

will be treated as plagiarism. 
In the arts, we are exposed to ideas and beliefs that are not in accordance with 

those you may have long held. This is the nature of art. If you open your mind to 
these new experiences, you may find yourself exploring new paradigms that will 

enlighten you. All students are expected to be civil at all times and focus on 
understanding the material being discussed. Disparaging comments or words 

intended to hurt an individual or group of people will not be tolerated in this 

class. 
I very much want to hear your well-considered thoughts and opinions and will 

strive to answer all your questions with honest. The this class is most effective 
when the overall spirit is one of collaboration – just like theatre. 

You are expected to bring the text to class every day. 

Change of Schedule 

A student dropping a course (but not withdrawing from the University) within the 
first 12 class days of a regular semester or the first four class days of a summer 

semester is eligible for a100% refund of applicable tuition and fees. For Fall 
2026, this date is August 27. 

 

Refund and Repayment Policy 

A student who withdraws or is administratively withdrawn from Midwestern State 
University (MSU) may be eligible to receive a refund for all or a portion of the 

tuition, fees and room/board charges that were paid to MSU for the semester. 

HOWEVER, if the student received financial aid (federal/state/institutional grants, 
loans and/or scholarships), all or a portion of the refund may be returned to the 

financial aid programs. As described below, two formulas (federal and state) 
exists in determining the amount of the refund. (Examples of each refund 

calculation will be made available upon request). 
 

Services for Students with Disabilities  

In accordance with Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Midwestern State University endeavors 
to make reasonable accommodations to ensure equal opportunity for qualified 

persons with disabilities to participate in all educational, social, and recreational 
programs and activities. After notification of acceptance, students requiring 

accommodations should make application for such assistance through Disability 



   

Support Services, located in the Student Wellness Center, (940) 397-4140. 

Current documentation of a disability will be required in order to provide 
appropriate services, and each request will be individually reviewed. For more 

details, please go to Disability Support Services. 
 

College Policies 

Smoking/Tobacco Policy 

College policy strictly prohibits the use of tobacco products in any building owned 
or operated by WATC.  Adult students may smoke only in the outside designated-

smoking areas at each location. 
  

Alcohol and Drug Policy 

To comply with the Drug Free Schools and Communities Act of 1989 and 

subsequent amendments, students and employees of Midwestern State are 
informed that strictly enforced policies are in place which prohibits the unlawful 

possession, use or distribution of any illicit drugs, including alcohol, on university 

property or as part of any university-sponsored activity. Students and employees 
are also subject to all applicable legal sanctions under local, state and federal law 

for any offenses involving illicit drugs on University property or at University-
sponsored activities. 

 

Campus Carry 

Effective August 1, 2016, the Campus Carry law (Senate Bill 11) allows those 
licensed individuals to carry a concealed handgun in buildings on public university 

campuses, except in locations the University establishes has prohibited. The new 
Constitutional Carry law does not change this process. Concealed carry still 

requires a License to Carry permit, and openly carrying handguns is not allowed 
on college campuses. For more information, visit Campus Carry. 
  

Active Shooter 

The safety and security of our campus is the responsibility of everyone in our 
community. Each of us has an obligation to be prepared to appropriately respond 

to threats to our campus, such as an active aggressor. Please review the 
information provided by MSU Police Department regarding the options and 

strategies we can all use to stay safe during difficult situations. For more 
information, visit MSUReady – Active Shooter.  Students are encouraged to watch 

the video entitled “Run. Hide. Fight.” which may be electronically accessed via the 
University police department’s webpage: "Run. Hide. Fight." 

 
Discrimination 

 
Midwestern State University is committed to providing and strengthening an educational, working, 
and living environment where students, faculty, staff, and visitors are free from sex discrimination of 

https://msutexas.edu/student-life/disability/
https://msutexas.edu/campus-carry/index
https://msutexas.edu/police/msuready/active-shooter.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5VcSwejU2D0


   

any kind. State and federal law require University employees to report sex discrimination and sexual 
misconduct to the University’s Office of Title IX. As a faculty member, I am required to report to the 
Title IX Coordinator any allegations, personally observed behavior, or other direct or indirect 
knowledge of conduct that reasonably may constitute sex discrimination or sexual misconduct, which 
includes sexual assault, sexual harassment, dating violence, or stalking, involving a student or 
employee. After a report is made, the office of Title IX will reach out to the affected student or 
employee in an effort to connect such person(s) with resources and options in addressing the 
allegations made in the report. You are also encouraged to report any incidents to the office of Title 
IX. You may do so by contacting: 

Laura Hetrick 
Title IX Coordinator 
Sunwatcher Village Clubhouse 
940-397-4213 
laura.hetrick@msutexas.edu 
 
You may also file an online report 24/7 at 
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?MSUTexas&layout_id=6  

Should you wish to visit with someone about your experience in confidence, you may contact 
the MSU Counseling Center at 940-397-4618. For more information on the University’s policy on Title 
IX or sexual misconduct, please visit https://msutexas.edu/titleix/ 

 

Grade Appeal Process 

Students who wish to appeal a grade should consult the Midwestern State 
University MSU Catalog 

 
*Notice: Changes in the course syllabus, procedure, assignments, and schedule 

may be made at the discretion of the instructor. 

 

https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?MSUTexas&layout_id=6
https://msutexas.edu/titleix/
https://msutexas.edu/registrar/catalog/

